
Countries in Eastern Europe
• Estonia- Tallinn

• Latvia- Riga

• Lithuania- Vilnius

• Poland- Warsaw

• Czech republic- Prague

• Slovakia- Bratislava

• Hungary- Budapest

• Slovenia- Ljubljana

• Croatia- Zagreb

• Bosnia and Herzegovina-
Sarajevo

• Serbia- Belgrade

• Montenegro- Podgorica

• Albania- Tirana

• Kosovo- Pristina

• Macedonia- Skopje

• Bulgaria- Sofia

• Romania- Bucharest

• Moldova- Chisinau 



EASTERN EUROPE

Physical Geography of Eastern 
Europe



How do mountains and plains define Eastern 
Europe?

• The area is characterized by several mountain 
ranges that are extensions of the Swiss Alps.

• Lowlands within this region have a karst 
topography



Balkan Mountains





How do mountains and plains define Eastern 
Europe?

• The Balkan Peninsula’s rugged landscape 
makes traveling over land difficult, thereby 
increasing the importance of waterways for 
transportation.



Why are the Danube and Vistula Rivers important to 
economic activity in Eastern Europe?

• Large rivers and seas act as natural borders between 
countries and are important to economic activities in the 
region.

• The Danube is the second largest river in Europe, passing 
through nine countries and emptying into the Black Sea.











Why are the Danube and Vistula Rivers 
important to economic activity in Eastern 

Europe?

• The Vistula River in 
Poland serves many 
major cities and 
industrial centers, 
including Warsaw.





What are the general climate conditions in much of 
Eastern Europe?

• Much of Eastern Europe= humid continental 
climate.

• The Carpathian and Balkan Mountains (with the 
Hungarian Plain) make up the Danube region.



What are the general climate conditions in much of 
Eastern Europe?

• Some coastal regions along the Black Sea have 
micro-biomes.

• The Carpathian Mountains contain large energy 
reserves. Areas around the Baltic Mountains 
rely on water as a natural resource.



EASTERN EUROPE

Human Geography of Eastern Europe



How have political and ethnic struggles shaped 
the Eastern Europe of today?

• Eastern Europe is a 
shatter belt, or region 
of great political 
instability, that drove 
the area’s 
Balkanization, or the 
division of the region 
into smaller regions.







How have political and ethnic struggles shaped 
the Eastern Europe of today?

• Yugoslavia attempted to 
reverse this process, since 
it combined smaller 
regions into one country, 
but it fell apart with the 
collapse of the Soviet 
Union.









How have political and ethnic struggles shaped 
the Eastern Europe of today?

• Power struggles led to civil war and ethnic 
cleansing, or the expelling or genocide of an 
ethnic group, and Balkanization has continued 
with countries declaring independence.

• Examples: Bosnian Serbs tried to expel Bosniaks (Bosnian 
Muslims) and Croatians after Yugoslavia fell apart

– Srebrenica

– Chechnya 



• http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-
28328803









The slaughter of 8000+ was over just 11 days







How have wars, migrations, and changing political borders 
influenced the population patterns of Eastern Europe?

• The Slavs are an ethnic group that includes 
Serbs, Croats, Slovenes, and Macedonians.

• The Roma are of Indo-European origin and are 
the largest minority population in Europe.



How have wars, migrations, and changing political borders 
influenced the population patterns of Eastern Europe?

• The majority of people live in urban areas, 
although there are large populations along the 
Danube and Vistula Rivers.

• Eastern Europe experienced large migrations 
during and after World War II with people leaving 
to escape war and poor conditions.



How have Eastern European economies developed 

since the fall of communism?

• Over the past 20 years, Eastern Europe has 
transitioned to a market economy.

• The region is known for low-cost, high quality 
electronic and automotive manufacturing, but 
still maintains its agricultural roots.



How have Eastern European economies developed 

since the fall of communism?

• As political stability has improved, the region 
has become increasingly linked to Western 
Europe through trade and, more recently, by 
joining the European Union.


